Carcinoma of the lung: evaluation of histological grade and factors influencing prognosis.
The results in 96 patients with lung cancer who underwent lobectomy or pneumonectomy were analyzed. In reviewing the case histories of these patients, it became apparent that those with poorly differentiated tumor (grade 3) have an increased likelihood of positive lymph node metastases compared with those with well-differentiated (grade 1) or moderately differentiated (grade 2) tumor. Poor differentiation of the tumor, vascular invasion, and lymph node metastases appear to represent poor prognostic indices in patients undergoing operation. Compared with patients with grade 1 and grade 2 tumors, patients with a grade 3 adenocarcinoma had more local recurrences, while those with grade 3 squamous cell carcinoma had more distant metastases. The findings suggest that histological grading is an important adjunct to the clinical evaluation of and planning of treatment for patients with lung cancer.